The Day of Pentecost & Mother’'s Day
Sunday, May 11, 2008

The beautiful stained glass window that graces gmiThancel is more than just a pretty
picture. Dominated by the cross and a star emamatultiple points of light, it also prominently
features a dove, and forked tongues burning rdideas he wind, the flame, the cross, Pentecost
— what do they mean?

The Wind

Pentecost was originally a Jewish harvest festivadn the first fruits of crops were given as
offerings to God. On the first Pentecost fifty dajter Jesus’ resurrection, a number of people
who believed that Jesus was the long-awaited Cipistered in a Jerusalem home. Suddenly, a
sound like a violent wind filled the house and stimmgy like tongues of fire rested on each
person. They became filled with the Holy Spirit ahdir faces glowed with holiness. They
began to utter other languages that the Spiritgnaeh them the sudden ability to speak. It was
an uncanny occurrence, one which the church rewdlsawe and apprecianh every Pentecos

In a way, the unique and powerful experience wasttthday of the church. So many people
were filled with the Spirit that their enthusiasndacharisma influenced a large number of other
people to become Christians that very day.



Wearing Red

On Pentecost Sunday, many altars and pulpits ailehred cloths
on them, many pastors will wear red stoles arobed hecks, and
many members will wear red clothing. The secongtgraof Acts
2 hints at the reason for using the color red. Teate tells of a
meeting at which something was resting on eactopgrsesent.
What was it?

A. red birds

B. something like fire

C. red pieces of cloth

The answer may be found in Acts 2:3.

(the answer is B)
The Flame

The presence of the Spirit of God is often symigalim the Bible by fire. Moses, for example,
saw a burning bush from which God called to himddéiixs 3:2-6). In the New Testament, fire is
said to have “rested” on each of the believersagathtogether on Pentecost (Acts 2:3).

It has been common for many believers to talk efifg something like an electrical current or a
burning sensation when they have encountered Godexample, John Wesley, Methodism’s
founder, spoke of feeling his heart “strangely wadgihas he attended a worship service one
Sunday evening.

Those who have had such experiences feel comgellgthre the Good News of Christ with
others. Someone said that “a burning heart wilhsiood for itself a flaming tongue.” The flame
of faith inside one Christian is likely to startie in the hearts of others when the message is
shared. The fire of the Spirit in a single persan kindle a fire within many others. The
compulsion to speak about the love of God can tehers to the wholeness that comes with
salvation.

Methodist Cross & Flame

The United Methodist Church's official symimh cross linked with

double flame. This symbol relates our church to Gpavay of Christ

(the cross) and the Holy Spirit (the flame). Thafe reminds us of

Pentecost when witnesses saw "tongues as of Tihe 'duality of the

flame was meant to represent the merger in 196&@tlenominations:

The Methodist Church and the Evangelical Unitediiden Church.



Please join us for worship on Sunday, May 10 a®Q &.m., the Day of Pentecost and Mother’s
Day, when we celebrate both the birth of the Ciamsthurch and those who made our own
births possible.
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